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NORTHERN/CENTRAL/SOUTHERN
REGION CONFERENCE

“MENTAL HEALTH SUMMIT”
FRIDAY JUNE 24, 2022
9:00AM - 4:00PM
CEU—BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH FOUR HOURS

n
s Ope
Door
M
8:15A

Madison Park Church
6607 Providence Dr., Anderson, IN

ILEA
FOUR HOURS

9:00AM - OPENING REMARKS

9:15AM “Kicking the Stigma: A Look Into the NFL’s Largest Mental Health Initiative”
Ashley Powell, Director of Community Relations, Indianapolis Colts
10:45AM

1:00PM

2:00PM

“Spice-ophrenia, What We Have Learned in the IDOC”
Dr. Deanna Dwenger, Executive Director of Behavioral Health, IDOC
and Amy Eickmeier, Director of Mental Health, IDOC
“We Are All Not the Same: Client Focused Recovery
and Integrated Care in Corrections”
Angela West, Director of Addiction Recovery Services, IDOC

LUNC
H
PROV
IDED

REGIONAL
CONFERENCE SPONSORS

Door Prizes

2:30PM “Caring for the Wounded Healer: Help for the Helper”
Ashlyn Douthitt, Supervisor of Mental Health and Clinical
Services, Reach for Youth

REGISTER BY CREDIT CARD
by SCANNING QR CODE
and ENTER ATTENDEE(S)
in the NOTES
or by mailing in form on next page
$35 plus service fee if credit card
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ICJA 2022 MENTAL HEALTH SUMMIT
FRIDAY JUNE 24, 2022
Madison Park Church, 6607 Providence Dr., Anderson, Indiana
ATTENDEE REGISTRATION FORM - $35
NAME(S)____________________________________________
AGENCY/FACILITY __________________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________
EMAIL _____________________________________________
Mail to:
ICJA Spring Conference
P.O. Box 44012 Indianapolis, IN 46244-0012
Make checks out to: ICJA or if need invoice,
mail in form Questions: ICJAnews@yahoo.com
WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS ON NEXT PAGE

ICJA MENTAL HEALTH SUMMIT

EXHIBTOR / SPONSOR REGISTRATION
AGENCY/COMPANY NAME: _______________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL: _____________________________________ PHONE: ____________________________
NAME(S) ATTENDING: ____________________________________________________________
Please mail to: ICJA

P.O. Box 44012

Indianapolis, IN 46244-0122

EXHIBT TABLE (two attendees) - $150 or email to ICJAnews@yahoo.com Checks or invoice to ICJA
SPONSORSHIP includes exhibit table - $350

or click on QR Code to pay by credit card

LUNCH SPONSORSHIP includes exhibit table and exclusive marketing/signage—$2000
BREAK SPONSORSHIP includes exhibit table and signage $600
DOOR PRIZE: list item if providing: ______________________________
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ICJA 2022 MENTAL HEALTH SUMMIT AGENDA
Kicking the Stigma:
A Look Into the NFL’s Largest Mental Health Initiative
Ashley Powell, Director of Community Relations, Indianapolis Colts

Spice-ophrenia: What We Have Learned in the IDOC
The use of synthetic cannabimimetics, known as Spice, K2, or Aroma is increasing in our communities and
within our prison walls. While substance abuse is often intertwined with mental health symptoms, whether for
self-medication, withdrawal, or long-term consequences, the use of K2 is unique in many ways. Due to being
quasi-legal, cheap, easily available, and no routine laboratory tests to confirm its use, the prevalence has been
reported as increasing in the USA, Europe, and in forensic settings. Symptoms of use include hallucinations,
agitation, anxiety, and paranoia, with some of these psychotic symptoms never going away. We will be conducting a literature review as well as presenting a few case studies in our unique inpatient setting.
Dr. Deanna Dwenger is Executive Director of Behavioral Health. Dr. Deanna
Dwenger is a graduate of The Chicago School of Professional Psychology with a
doctorate in clinical psychology and concentration in forensics. Her passion
for corrections began while working with pre-adjudicated juveniles and court-ordered
domestic violence individuals in the Chicago-land area. Dr. Dwenger then went on to
complete her pre-doctoral internship with the Federal Bureau of Prisons. In 2013, Dr.
Dwenger began her service in IDOC as Lead Psychologist at New Castle Psychiatric
and then became the Director of Behavioral Health for Wexford Health in 2017 before
moving to the IDOC in January 2021.
Amy Eickmeier is the current Director of Mental Health for the Indiana Department of Correction
(IDOC) and assumed this role in July of 2019. Director Eickmeier oversees the delivery of mental
health care within the IDOC while working to develop policies, procedures, training, and implementing special projects to improve the care provided to the incarcerated population. Director Eickmeier
has been employed by the IDOC since 2006 and previously served in case management and as a case
management supervisor at Wabash Valley Correctional Facility. She worked in general population
and restrictive housing areas as well as gaining experience working directly with incarcerated individuals with mental health and addiction treatment needs. When she became a supervisor, she worked
collaboratively with treatment and operational staff to improve communication and decision-making
to provide the best care possible for individuals with mental illness. Since promoting to a director
position in 2016, she has supported executive staff in initiatives related to improving mental health
care, restrictive housing management, staff wellness, suicide prevention, and offender movement.
Director Eickmeier earned a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and Criminology from Indiana
State University. She is working on completing a Master’s degree in Social Work from Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis. She is a 2013 graduate of the Commissioner’s Experienced
and Emerging Leadership Program and served for five years on the Critical Incident Stress Management Emergency Response Operation’s team.
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We Are Not All the Same: Client Focused Recovery
and Integrated Care in Corrections
The Indiana Department of Correction (IDOC) has shifted the focus and goal of substance use treatment
to providing the level of care and resources needed for the individual person instead of a one-size fits all
approach. Inclusion of peer support through various methods supports patient recovery by providing opportunities to relate to others who have experienced treatment and recovery. An expansion of Medication
Assisted Treatment is providing additional resources for patients to maintain recovery. A specialized
co-occurring disorders treatment program is now fully functional and providing evidence-based treatment
for the first time in IDOC history to patients experiencing both substance use and mental health disorders,
recently celebrating the graduation of the first two groups of patients. Using innovative approaches and
working with multidisciplinary teams at each site, we embrace the idea that not all patients have the same
needs and that there are many pathways to recovery.
Angela West, MPH, CADAC, is the current Director of Addiction Recovery Services for the
Indiana Department of Correction and assumed this role in July 2021. Ms. West oversees the
Recovery While Incarcerated (RWI) program as well as promotes a culture that is inclusive,
culturally responsive, and accessible for the incarcerated population and IDOC staff. Ms. West
has worked with the incarcerated population since 2013, and previously served as an Addiction
Recovery Specialist managing a case load of clients and instructing groups at New Castle Correctional Facility. She was promoted to the role of Director of Addiction Recovery at NCCF in
February 2020 and managed the Level 1 Facility, the General Population Facility, the Annex
Facility, and the Mental Health Facility. During that time, she worked to minimize the stigma
associated with individuals seeking treatment for substance use. Once Angela assumed the role of Director of Addiction
Recovery Services for the State, she began to focus on expansion of services and treatment opportunities to the offender
population. This was done through re-writing policy and working to change the culture of Addiction Recovery Services
to be seen as a medical treatment.
Ms. West earned a Bachelor's degree in Clinical Laboratory Science from the University of Cincinnati and she went
on to work at the Cincinnati VA Medical Center. Angela earned a Master's degree in Public Health from the American
Military University and conducted her Master’s Thesis research on the incarcerated Veteran population in the State of
Indiana and their substance use needs. She also holds an active Certified Alcohol and Drug Addiction Consultant
(CADAC) II credential through ICAADA and is in the process of obtaining her Medication Assisted Treatment
Specialist (MATS) credential through ICAADA.
Ms. West enlisted in the Army in 2014 and later Commissioned as an Armor Officer in 2016. Angela is actively
serving as a Commissioned Officer with the 76th Infantry Combat Brigade Team of the Indiana National Guard. She
enjoys the travel and leadership experiences that accompany that role and is looking forward to completing the next
level of Professional Military Education at The Command and General Staff College to advance her career.

Caring for the Wounded Healer: Help for the Helper
Ashlyn N. Douthitt, LMFT,
Supervisor of Mental Health
and Clinical Services at
Reach for Youth

Dan Arseneau, B.A.
Marriage and Family
Therapy (MFT) Intern

As helping professionals, it can be challenging shouldering the personal difficulties of your clients in conjunction
with your own. Stress, burnout, and compassion fatigue can be prevalent amongst helping professionals and impact
them personally and professionally. This workshop will provide tips, tools, techniques, and takeaways to assist
providers in recognizing stress and burnout while also developing a plan that will allow them to care for themselves
as they continue to support their clients.
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A Word From Your ICJA President Dave Leonard
As we move into a new conference season, I am excited to see all of the hard
work the individual conference committees are putting forward to bring value to our
organization. Our regional conference will be focusing on Mental Health and our fall
conference will be focused on Teamwork. These two topics are essential in our road
to a new normal. Many organizations did not withstand the effects of “the Covid Pandemic.” The vendors and membership of the ICJA was steadfast. We looked for, and frankly
found, creative ways to keep the ball moving forward.
As an organization, it is important that we hear from you ”The Membership“ for guidance in
the areas of topics and suggestions. Please feel free to reach out to me, or any of the Board
members with suggestions for the future of the ICJA.
Look forward to seeing you in June at the Mental Health Summit Regional Conference.
Dave Leonard, ICJA President

2022 ICJA Board
President—Dave Leonard

22-23

V/P-President-Elect-Mia Kelsaw
Secretary-Cristina Stobaugh

22-23

22-23

NOMINATION

Treasurer-see Nomination Form

FORM for

Northern Region-vacant 22-23

2022 Election
next page

Central Region-Eric Hoch 22
Southern Region-Dr. Nelson J. Tiburcio 22-23
At-Large Directors: Jennifer Garcia 22-23,
Stephanie Robbins 22,

vacant 22

Brian Whittinghill 22-23,

Membership Director-Danny Tucker

CEU LICENSE #: 98000149A
Behavioral Health

21-22

ILEA TRAINING
PROVIDER #: 35-6027039
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FOR

YOU
Thank you to all FALL 2021

2022

ICJA Major Sponsors

ICJA

Corporate Sponsor

CHARITIES

CALENDAR

OF

EVENTS

ACA 152nd CONGRESS OF CORRECTION
August 4-7, 2022
New Orleans, LA
ACA ANNUAL WINTER CONFERENCE
January 26-31, 2023

Orlando, FL

ACA 153rd CONGRESS OF CORRECTION
Aug 3-6, 2023

Philadelphia, PA

ACA ANNUAL WINTER CONFERENCE
January 4-9, 2024

Washington DC

ACA 154th CONGRESS OF CORRECTION
Aug 15-20, 2024

Nashville, PA

I C J A BOARD MEETINGS - 10:00 AM
MAY 17, 2022 - ZOOM
JULY 20, 2022 - ZOOM
SEPTEMBER 14, 2022 - Horizon Center, Muncie
OCTOBER 7, 2022 - Annual Business Meeting
Horizon Center, Muncie
Contact ICJAnews@yahoo.com for more info

JOIN INDIANA CRIMINAL JUSTICE ASSOCIATION for the low price of $35

11

2022
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Deadline for submission of application is September 12, 2022.
Submit to: ICJA Scholarships
P.O. Box 44012 Indianapolis, IN 46244-0012

or email to: ICJAnews@yahoo.com

One to each region unless does not meet criteria and/or no applications from a region.
Priority given to length of membership and involvement in ICJA.

Actively in school Fall 2022 or Winter 2022/2023

* If receive award, must write an article for THE COMMENT

FROM THE ICJA SCHOLARSHIP CHAIRS, Bryan Whittinghill (Northern), Eric Hoch
(Central) and Dr. Nelson J. Tiburcio (Southern)
Hello ICJA Students,
The scholarship form is above or access on-line at indianacorrectionalassociation.org. The Committee will
select a student from the scholarship applications received from each of the three regions. Only one from each
region will be selected (unless no application from a region, then others will be considered) and will be announced
at the ICJA Annual Fall Conference at the Annual Business Meeting on Friday October 7, 2022.
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CALLING ALL
STUDENTS

SCHOLARSHIP
FORM

Given to three
ICJA members
Join for $25
*Some priority
given to years of
membership
* Active in School
* Essay
* Criminal Justice
Related Field

CONGRATULATONS
2021 Presidential
Merit Awards
Dr. Nelson J. Tiburcio
Missy Reeder
Cristina Stobaugh

Go to ACA.org for
information and the application
for the 2023 ACA Martin Luther
King Jr. Scholarship for students.

ICJA expresses their gratitude
for going the extra mile in 2021
assisting ICJA in your many
caring ways!
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Julie Hicks, ICJA Friend with Terry Bradshaw,
4X Super Bowl Champion and Jim Gondles,
Retired ACA Executive Director at ACA 2022

ACA NASHVILLE
SUMMER 2021
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IN MEMORIAM
It is with great sadness to express our sympathy for those
who passed away recently within our Correctional Family.
NOM“There are no goodbyes for us. Wherever you are, you will always be
in my heart.” Mahatma Gandhi INATION

Ken Stobaugh,
husband of Cristina

Bob Cadwallader
ICJA President 87’
DSA 91’

LEIS

Amanda Leis

16

17

ICJA AWARDS
2022

Mail to:

August 22, 2022
Required letters of Support
Must be Attached.

ICJA Awards
P.O. Box 44012
Indianapolis,
IN 46244-0012
garcijr@lakecountyin.org
Page 23

or email to: ICJAnews@yahoo.com
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TATTOO CORNER
Prison Inspired

ARE YOU THE ONE?
Time to have some rest
Trying to do my best
They push and push and push
Till I get stressed
Whether behind bars
Or driving a car
No one knows if
I could have been a star
Tell me to do this
Tell me to do that
Whether I do or not
Is a matter of fact
I always wonder
Way too much
Now they say
I am out of touch
Will you label me
Will you teach me
Will you care for me
Will you ever see
I am pushed
To the limit
Thinking so
But can’t do it
I need your help
Please be the one
No stigma
No criticizing
No yelling
Just care for once
You may be the one to make the difference in my life!
- Eric Spagnowski

Mystic Images Tattoo Co
Larry Sizemore, Artist
Shop 317-214-7166
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2021 ICJA AWARD
RECIPIENTS
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THANK YOU TO
MISSY REEDER:
For all of your
service to ICJA as a
Board Member and
on many conference
committees.
We wish you the best
of luck on your next
adventure as you will
be entering another
chapter of your life,
retirement, which will
give you time and the
beautiful opportunity
of spending more
time with your
grandchildren and
own grown children.
BEST WISHES
FROM US ALL!

ICJA REGIONAL CONFERENCE
JUNE 24, 2022
DOOR PRIZES
Rod Stewart & Cheap Trick...4 tickets
ICJA / CIA / ACA Mugs

Keith Urban: The Speed of Now...4 tickets
ICJA T-Shirts and Bags

Silent Auction for Charities
(CPAFI / Center For Homeless / Green Erskine Training Institute)
Colts Full Size Helmet signed by Phillip Rivers
Colts Jersey signed by Darius Leonard (2) and Paris Campbell (1)
Bears Jersey signed by Dan Hampton
Notre Dame Jersey 88’ National Champion
Individual Basketballs signed by Boomer and George McKinnis and Rick Pitino
Colts Mini-Helmet signed by Marlon Mack

IDOC Cornhole Set

If wanting to donate an item, email ICJAnews@yahoo.com and we will arrange pick-up.
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CONSTRUCTION CORNER for CORRECTIONS
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SHOWERS – Chronic Issues and How to Avoid Them
Mold, mildew, peeling, flaking, tiles delaminating, grout joints impossible to keep clean, water penetrating through surfaces, water entering day rooms, water leaking
from mezzanine to main floors below? Sound familiar? Is the health department flagging your facility’s showers as health hazards?
All of these shower problems are often caused by poor design, inferior finishes and other non-structural issues. In fact most if not all of these issues can be
resolved by doing a full site evaluation to ascertain if the issues are caused by a finish that is insufficient, or because the finish was improperly installed, or the actual
design is contributing to the issues caused because showers are wet areas exposed to high volumes of water.
Showers can be a real nemice and often owners paint and repaint in their effort to keep the health department satisfied and their residents in a safe environment.
But painting over the issues doesn’t resolve the root causes or eliminate the issues for the long term. Painting and repainting is usually done because it is the cheapest
short term remedy and something is better than nothing. Unfortunately repainting is almost never a real solution but masks the underlying issues.
Here is a quick list of causes of why showers fail.
Tile Wall and Floor Issues: Did you know that the typical tile wall for a shower that is only 3 foot by 3 foot has 465 lineal feet of grout joints just on the walls
alone? Grout joints are porous and that is a lot of area to maintain and protect from water penetration. If you count the floors on a typical 3 foot by 3 foot mosaic
tile floor you add nearly 220 additional lineal feet of grout joints. If the grout fails water can enter and tiles can delaminate. This not only poses a water issue, but a
safety issue as tiles can be filed down into shanks. Tile may be decorative but not when they delaminate or when the grout joints become impossible to keep clean.
Epoxy Paint Issues:
Insufficient Build - Epoxy coatings can effectively stop water penetration but to do so they need to be installed at a proper thickness. Many epoxy coatings
do not have the capability of being installed at the proper thickness that are necessary to achieve a continuous protective barrier to water penetration.
Most prison shower walls are made out of concrete masonry block that is extremely porous. Thin epoxy paint leaves many pinholes on this porous substrate and thus allows water penetration. When this happens you can be sure that there will be peeling and flaking off of the epoxy coating.
No Reinforcement – Epoxy paint is not reinforced. As such it can often crack especially at critical joints allowing water to get behind the coating and cause
water damage and coating delamination.
May Become a Food Source for Bacterial and Mold: Although this isn’t always the case some epoxies have organic components that can actually become a
food source.
Stainless Steel Panel Issues:
Long Lead Times: Materials can have excessive lead times
Expensive: Costs are very high and often have to be paid for prior to fabrication
Cold and Hard to Keep Clean: Stainless Steel Shower Panels do stain and even harbor mold and mildew.
Poor Light Reflectancy
Need to be attached to the existing substrate via glue or drilled and anchored with bolts. This leaves some space between the substrate and panels where
moisture can gather and create a health risk behind the panel space.
Panels often flex and can cause stress on the plumbing components
Can be difficult to control proper sloping and draining.
SHOWER SOLUTIONS:
Prime Coat Coatings Systems has been a leader in attacking the shower issues mentioned above by taking a comprehensive approach to providing long term
shower finishes that are designed to eliminate the commonly occurring shower issues that cause so many failures.
A Firm Foundation: Start at the beginning. No finish can be trusted if it is not firmly anchored to a good foundation. Surface preparation is everything, but it is
absolutely one of the most critical parts of a successful project. That is why Prime Coat almost always recommends full removal of all finishes down to the
sound substrate. This step may add additional cost in the short term but insures that the remedy is not compromised. Prime Coat technicians are experts
in renovation and do all due diligence in properly preparing the substrates to receive the coatings.
Protection against water migration from ground water: Prime Coat installs a moisture mitigation system to hold back the migration of ground water prior to
installing their protective coating system.
Water Membrane Protection: Showers that are above grade have a much higher risk of slight substrate movement and as such are prone to micro cracks. Water
is notorious at finding the smallest hairline cracks and leaking through them. Prime Coat installs a protective flexible membrane as the first step in protecting against cracking.
True Seamless Protection: Most systems combine a wall system with a floor system and yet a third system for the ceilings. Prime Coat uses a proprietary spray
applied Kevlar and fiberglass stranded heavy layer to wrap all surfaces together in a continuous seamless reinforced protective layer. No worries of failures
commonly occurring where wall and floor systems interface.
Eliminating 90 degree Angles: Prime Coat radiuses all vertical joints to eliminate these tight corners that make showers impossible to keep clean and create
perfect spots that harbor mold.
Anti-Microbial Final Finish: This phrase is over-used in the industry. Any finish that is not organic in composition could be labeled as anti-microbial. Prime
Coat uses a unique additive to our final finish coat(s) that uses an active silver ion technology that actively reduces the ability of living pathogens to propagate. MicroGuard 498 is extremely effective in making your space a healthy space.
Superior Warranty: Remember Prime Coat manufacturers our tried and proven system. In fact Prime Coat’s Seamless Shower System 5130 is patented and was
designed specifically to solve the many problems we saw in Correctional facilities across the country. We stand behind our system and its proper installation and our superior warranty proves it.
Superior Experience: No other company has the success story of Prime Coat. Whether renovation or New Construction, Prime Coat’s Seamless Shower System 5130 is the industry standard for excellence. Seamless Shower System 5130 has been installed in over 600 Correctional prisons and jails across the
United States. Which other coatings company can even come close to that? The answer is obvious. No one.
In closing, showers are only problematic if you don’t pay attention to many details or use inferior coatings and finishes which by nature have multiple down sides.
These down sides can be avoided by selecting the right coating system and proper design. Credit: Kurt Schilling, Prime Coat Coating Systems
kschilling@primecoat.com
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Recent Article Investigating Denial Among Mandated Adolescents
The SASSI Institute is proud to announce our newest manuscript addressing adolescent substance
abuse. The title of this article is Mandated Treatment for Troubled Adolescents and
Substance Use Disorder: Identifying and Breaking Through Defensiveness and Denial. It provides
an investigation of the defensiveness demonstrated by teens who are mandated to participate in treatment as compared to their non-mandated peers. Part of the data set we collected for The Substance
Abuse Subtle Screening Inventory (SASSI) Institute’s third iteration of the Adolescent SASSI-A3, the
present study focused on data from 164 mandated teens that participated in the principal study. As in
the principal study, these cases were drawn from substance use treatment, criminal justice programs,
community corrections, and private clinical practices, among other venues, and all cases were provided
by clinicians working within these service settings throughout all U.S. Census Regions. In addition, we
review cases demonstrating high-levels of defensiveness and denial in these mandated teen clients, and
ethical ways to break through that barrier towards effective treatment engagement. Finally, we present
two brief de-identified treatment case studies, aptly demonstrating defensiveness and denial from a
clinical standpoint. We at The SASSI Institute are very proud of this work, and I want to personally
thank my co-authors for making this work possible. The article is available free of charge as it was
submitted as an open-access article distributed under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International
License (CC BY 4.0), which allows readers to copy, redistribute, remix, transform, and reproduce in
any medium or format, as long as the original authors are properly cited. You can read this article, as
well as other articles related to the SASSI, at https://sassi.com/references/
Ms. Scarlett L. Baker, Training Director
The SASSI Institute, Inc.
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ICJA ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE
OCTOBER 5 - 7, 2022

TEAMWORK:
EVIDENCE BASED APPROACHES
TUESDAY OCTOBER 4, 2022
GOLF
PRESIDENT’S DINNER (Invite only)
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5, 2022
OPENING IN MORNING
AWARDS LUNCHEON (All)
WORKSHOPS
ICJA CAUCUSES
EVENING RECEPTION
THURSDAY OCTOBER 6, 2022
EXHIBITS - 9:00AM-4:00PM - STAFF WELLNESS AREA
WORKSHOPS
GENERAL SESSION
PAST PRESIDENTS/LIFE MEMBERS BRUNCH (Invite only)
EXHIBITORS NOON RECEPTION (All)
WORKSHOPS
FUN NIGHT DINNER (All)
FRIDAY OCTOBER 7, 2022
WORKSHOPS
BRUNCH
CLOSING KEYNOTE
BUSINESS MEETING

October 5-7, 2022
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PAY BY
CREDIT CARD
for
ICJA 2022
ANNUAL STATE
CONFERENCE

LIST ATTENDEE(S)
and AMOUNTS
IN NOTES

ICJA
WEBSITE

TUESDAY
OCTOBER 4, 2022
11:00AM
INFO ON NEXT PAGE
The Players Club at
Woodland Trails

36

Super Ticket: $20
Total Payment: ___________
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BOOK YOUR ROOM FOR THE ICJA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
in OCTOBER 2022
Rooms available Tuesday, October 4th - Friday, October 7th

Indoor
Pool
Fitness
Room

Last Day to Book: Sunday, September 4, 2022
 Special group rate:

Courtyard Muncie at Horizon Convention Center





for $98 per night

Book your group rate for ICJA at
Free Parking
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“Fentapills,” Fentanyl, illicit opioids & the Black-Market Internet:
A Perfect Storm of Danger and Death
On November 17, 2021 the Centers for Disease Control, National Center for Health Statistics, Office of
Communication, released findings indicating that there were an estimated 100,306 drug overdose deaths in the
United States during 12-month period ending in April 2021, an increase of 28.5% from the 78,056 deaths during
the same period the year before. Overdose deaths from synthetic opioids (primarily fentanyl) and psychostimulants such as methamphetamine also increased in the 12-month period ending in April 2021. Cocaine deaths also
increased, as did deaths from natural and semi-synthetic opioids (such as prescription pain medication).
Mortality statistics are compiled in accordance with World Health Organization (WHO) regulations specifying that WHO member nations classify and code causes of death with the current revision of the International
Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems (ICD). ICD provides the basic guidance used
in virtually all countries to code and classify causes of death. It provides not only disease, injury, and poisoning
categories but also the rules used to select the single underlying cause of death for tabulation from the several diagnoses that may be reported on a single death certificate, as well as definitions, tabulation lists, the format of the
death certificate, and regulations on use of the classification (National Vital Statistics System. Instructions for classifying the underlying cause of death. In: NCHS instruction manual; Part 2a. Published annually).
The underlying headline is that we, as a group must unify our efforts on all fronts to protect all of
these individuals, which unfortunately include friends, family and loved ones. Substance Use Disorder indeed
does not discriminate! Let’s up our awareness, prevention efforts and of course interdiction. The SASSI Institute
provides articles discussing some of these important issues, especially how they are affecting one of our most vulnerable populations, teenagers. You can access these publications free of charge on our SASSI website at:
https://sassi.com/references/
More in-depth information regarding these alarming statistics is available from the original study authors: Ahmad
FB, Rossen LM, Sutton P. Provisional drug overdose death counts. National Center for Health Statistics. 2022.
Warm regards,
Nelson Jose Tiburcio, Ph.D., CEO
The SASSI Institute

2022 PAST PRESIDENT’S / LIFE MEMBER’S
BRUNCH will be at 9:30 AM
THURSDAY October 6, 2022
HORIZON CENTER, MUNCIE
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CONTINUED
ON NEXT
TWO PAGES
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YOU COULD BE 20 YEARS OLD OR
YOU COULD BE 70 YEARS OLD TO
KNOW THESE BOOKS
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TEAMWORK:
EVIDENCE-BASED
APPROACHES
SAVE THE DATE
ICJA ANNUAL
CONFERENCE
OCTOBER 5-7th
OCTOBER 4th
GOLF
OCTOBER 5th
OPENING
AWARDS LUNCH
OCTOBER 6th
PP/LM
EXHIBITS
FUN NIGHT DINNER
OCTOBER 7th
BRUNCH
BUSINESS MEETING
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Indiana Criminal Justice Association
PO Box 44012
Indianapolis, IN 46244-0012
Dave Leonard, President
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